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AREAS OF SUPPORT

1. TRACKING , ASSESSING AND ANALYZING THE IMPACT OF BO TH NATIONAL EFFORTS AND
EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE

2. COORDINATION OF ASSISTANCE AT COUNTRY , REGIONAL AND GLOBAL LEVELS

3. GLOBAL READINESS TO MITIGATE THE SOCIETAL |MPACT OF AN INFLUENZA PANDEMIC

4. SUPPORT FOR HARMONIZE D COMMUNICATION

5. OFFICE MANAGEMENT AND RESOURCE MOBILISATIO N
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INTRODUCTION

It is now nearly five years since H5N1 highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) spread across
Southeast Asia and then to the rest of Asia, EuropkAdrica. The rapid spread, significant
socioeconomic losses, and the potential threat of a human pandemic influenza triggered
concerted global action to control the disease and prepare for the next influenza pandemic.

An analysis of theglobalsituatian in 2008 indicates fewer outbreaks of HPAI and fewer infected
countriesas compared to 2006 and 200However, despite these positive developments, the
virus remains entrenched in several countries and the threat of further outbreaks of HPAI in
poultry @nd sporadic cases in humans) persistge disease appears enzootic in Indonesiatand
continues to resurface in Pakistan, parts of China, Bangladespeaodicallyin India (West
Bengal), Thailand, Lao PDR, Vietham and the Republic of Koledection is endemian

Egypt, and while the overall epidemiological situatian Sub Saharan Africa seems to have
improved, Nigeria and Togo reported outbreaks2008 In Europe there contingeto be
sporadic¢ thoughwell containedcases of wild and domestiirds infected with HSN1 and other

less pathogenic avian influenza.
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Although there continues to be an improvement in disease awareness, it is likely that
outbreaks/cases of HPAI are still undstimated and underreported globally because of
limitations in the capacity of veterinary services to implement adequate disease surveillance.
However,studiessuggest that HPAI control succeeds when strategies are properly implemented
and sustained vigilance and continued investment in both surveillanoagacity to respond to

HPAI is required worldwvide.

Currently, H5N1 still causes infections in peopaatively rarely however when they occur,

such infectionsrefrequently fatal. Experts &v/orld Health Organizatio(WHO) and elsewhere
believe thathe world is closer to another influenza pandemic than at any time since 1968, when
the last of the previous century's three pandemics occuwétD reports thaatthe end of

2008 a total 0f395 peoplewereinfected with the H5N1 viru2500f whom diel. The below

WHO map highlights area$at facecconfirmed human cases of H5N1 in 2008.



